THE SECTS OF THE KHARIJIYAH

fear ibn-Ziyad lest he cancel our stipends, so there is noth-
ing for us but to fight you." Abu-Bilal answered, "I should
have liked to adopt toward you the view of my brother
"Urwah who advised me to slay you indiscriminately, as
Kuraib and Zahaf * slew indiscriminately certain men with
the sword, but I disagree with both them and my brother."
Thereupon abu-Bilal and his followers attacked and de-
feated Zur'ah and his army. Then 'Ubaidallah ibn-Ziyad
sent against him Tbad ibn-Akhdar al-Tamlmi, who fought
abu-Bilal in Tauwaj 2 and killed him, together with his fol-
lowers. When the news of the death of abu-Bilal reached
ibn-Ziyad, he killed those of the Sufriyah whom he found
in al-Basrah, and having seized 'Urwah, the brother of 72
Mirdas, he said to him, " O enemy of Allah, thou didst ad-
vise thy brother Mirdas to slay men indiscriminately. Allah
has avenged these men on thee and thy brother/' By his
orders 'Urwah's hands and feet wrere cut off, and he was
crucified. When Mirdas was killed, the Sufriyah made
Tmran ibn-Hittan, Imam. He is the man who wrote elegies
in verse on Mirdas, in one of which he said: a

'*' After thee, I know not what I thought I knew before,
After thee, O Mirdas, men are no longer men."

This Imran ibn-Hittan was a hermit poet, believing strongly
in the school of the Sufriyah. An instance, however, of his
ignominy in an attack on 'All is that he wrote an elegy on
'Abd-al-Rahman ibn-Muljim4 who stabbed 'AH, and said:
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